HEBREWS 4:1-13

( Don’t “rest” until “work” is done—keep faith until heaven (1-11)

1. Lesson of Promised Land (1-2)


- Land given by God, but not taken by Israel in loss of faith (Nu 14:8-10)

- Heaven given by God, but not taken by some in loss of faith
2. Lesson of Creation (3-5)


- God completed His creation & rested on 7th day (Ge 2:2)


- God completed His salvation & rest for us is available 

3. Lesson of Israel (6-11)

- Israel still disobeyed after being in Promised Land (Ps 95)


- Some disobey after being in Christ 
( Remember God’s word (12)

1. Life-giving (Dt 32:45-47; Jn 6:63)
2. Effective (Is 55:10-11; 1 Th 2:13)

3. Dividing man’s sinful soul & perfect spirit from God (Ps 51:5, 10; Ro 8:5)

4. Judging thoughts (Zc 1:6; Ro 2:16)

( Remember God’s omniscience (13)

HEBREWS 4:14-5:10

• Jesus superior to priests—seize or retain faith in Him (4:14-16)

1. Went into heaven, not just Holy of Holies (4:14; Lv 16:15-17)

2. Is understanding & perfect (4:15; 2 Co 5:21)

3. Gave us access to God—His forgiveness now & aid against temptation (4:16; Co 1:22-23)

• Priests (5:1-4)

1. Representatives of people to God (5:1)

2. Sympathetic with sinners (5:2)

3. Sinful themselves (5:3)

4. Called by God like Aaron (5:4; Ex 28:1)

• Jesus as priest (5:5-10)

1. Was called by God (5:5-6; Ps 2:7; 110:4)

2. Called on God through requests (5:7; Mk 14:32-36)

3. Experienced obedience through trials & temptations (5:8; Ph 2:6-8)

4. Gave salvation through perfect life & sacrificial death (5:9; Is 53:9-1 0)

5. Was like Melchizedek (5:10; chapter 7)
HEBREWS 5:11-6:20

( Warning to apathetic—grow up spiritually (5:11-6:3)

   (Don’t drift away; fix thoughts on Jesus--2:1; 3:1)

1. Immature lack basic knowledge & discernment

- Repentance--turning away from sin


- Faith—trusting God for salvation


- Baptisms—for Gentile converts to Judaism, by John the Baptist, 

   in Jesus’ Great Commission

- Laying on of hands—blessings, healings, commissioning

- Resurrection—raising of all bodies on Last Day
- Judgment—heaven or hell
2. Mature teach truth & habitually exercise discernment
( Warning to apostate—don’t fall by wayside like Israel in desert (6:4-8)   

   (Don’t turn away; hold firmly to faith--3:12; 4:14)
1. Its impossible to be brought to repentance while rejecting Christ (6:4-6)

- Enlightened—understanding God’s plan (Ep 1:18-19a)

- Tasted heavenly gift—salvation (Ep 2:8-9)


- Shared Holy Spirit


- Tasted Word’s goodness


- Tasted heaven’s goodness

2. Is there fruit of faith after being watered with the Word? (6:7-8; Is 55:10-11; Ja 2:14-17)
( Encouragements to people about God (6:9-20)

1. Faith & actions known by God (6:9-10)


2. Keep faith & patience to the end, like Abraham (6:11-12)


3. God promised Abraham land, descendants, & Messiah (6:13a; Ge 12:1-3)


4. God took an oath later to confirm His promise (6:13b-14; Ge 22:15-18)


5. Abraham received promised son 25 years later (6:15; Ge 12:1-4; 21:1-5)


6. We can be encouraged about God’s faithfulness to His promise to us (6:16-18)

7. Our hope is like an anchor placed in God’s throne by Jesus (6:19-20)

- “To ground hope on a false supposition is like trusting a weak anchor.” (Socrates)
